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Report to: Cabinet, 25th October 2016

Report of: Councillor Geoff Williams, Cabinet Member for Economic Prosperity
and Growth

Subject: SPONSORSHIP OF THE MEN’S TOUR OF BRITAIN IN 2017

1. Recommendation

1.1 That Cabinet agree to the City Council contributing £15,000 of New Homes 
Bonus towards the sponsorship of the stage start of the last day of the 
Men’s Tour of Britain in 2017; and

1.2 That Cabinet agree to the City Council being the lead organisation in the 
delivery of this event and underwriting the total cost of £80,000.

2. Background

2.1 The Tour of Britain (www.tourofbritain.co.uk) is the country’s largest annual free-to-
spectate sporting event. The following information is taken from the event 
information relating to the 2015 event:

- 1.2million live spectators across the overall event
- Event broadcast live on Eurosport and ITV4 with highlights and repeats, as well 

as local TV coverage of each stage
- Average viewing figures for live TV coverage: 535,125 per stage
- Live and pre-recorded radio coverage on national and regional radio stations
- National, regional and local newspapers reporting on the race

2.2 Worcester City hosted the start of the men’s tour in 2014 (the stage finished in 
Bristol) and an economic appraisal of that event is attached at Appendix 1. As can 
be seen on page 9 of the report, the gross expenditure impact was over £1.6m with 
an attendance of 75,000 people. The net visitor expenditure impact of the event on 
the Worcestershire economy was over £995,000, resulting in a net economic benefit 
(GVA) of over £500,000, equivalent to the creation of 13 (FTE) jobs. In addition to 
the financial benefits, as a measure of social impact, 56% of visitors said they were 
inspired to cycle more often.

2.3 Despite support from the City Council and districts, the recent attempt to secure 
county funding for a stage of the Women’s Tour of Britain in 2017 was unsuccessful. 
Various City Council officers and other stakeholders pursued the opportunity as far 
as possible but the £150,000 funding for the full stage was not achieved. 

2.4 Additionally, it is not logistically possible to deliver either a Women’s stage start or 
finish as neighbouring counties who could have partnered with us are not able to 
share a stage.

http://www.tourofbritain.co.uk/
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2.5 Worcester City Council have since been approached by the organisers of the Tour of 
Britain (Sweetspot) with a view to sponsoring the start of the last stage of the event 
(Men’s Race) and it being held in Worcester in 2017.

3. Preferred Option 

3.1 It is proposed that for 2017, the start of the last stage of the event (Men’s Race) is 
held in Worcester with the tour making its way round key parts of the county after 
leaving the city centre. The organisers are particularly keen, based on the success of 
the event in 2014, to bring the event to Worcestershire. The county profile in terms 
of UK location, demography, topography and overall attractiveness fits the needs of 
the event extremely well. 

3.2 The tour stage will start in Worcester and stakeholders will have the opportunity to 
influence the route ensuring that the tour passes through key market towns and past 
visitor destinations and attractions, depending on the contribution from local 
partners.

3.3 The total cost of bringing the event to Worcestershire is £80,000 and it is proposed 
that the City Council contribute the £15,000 from New Homes Bonus that was 
previously allocated by Cabinet for the Women’s Tour towards this sum, in 
accordance with the objectives set out in the City Plan. 

3.4 A total of £40,000 was previously committed by stakeholders (including Worcester 
City) for the Women’s Tour and officers will now work to ensure that this 
commitment is still in place whilst raising the overall sponsorship commitment to 
£80,000. 

3.5 It has been confirmed by Malvern Hills and Wychavon District Councils that their 
£20,000 contribution earmarked for the Women’s Tour is available to support the 
Men’s Tour. This means that at the time of writing this report, the financial 
commitments stand at £35,000. It will be the responsibility of the City Council to 
raise the balance of sponsorship funding required to reach the £80,000 total.

3.6 This initiative is aligned with our city plan objectives of increasing visitor numbers to 
events in the city and increasing sport and physical activity.

4. Alternative Options Considered

4.1 To do nothing would risk the opportunity of losing a major international sporting 
event that would provide significant economic and social benefit to Worcester City.

4.2 There are few, if any, alternative events that could be held in 2017 that would bring 
marketing profile and economic benefit on a par with the Tour of Britain.

5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications
It is proposed that the City Council contribute £15,000 towards this sum from the 
New Homes Bonus allocation set aside for the delivery of corporate objectives.
It is also proposed that the City Council acts as the lead body in the county seeking 
sponsorship from commercial sponsors and district partners to ensure sufficient 
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financial contribution is achieved for this event. It will be the responsibility of the 
City Council to underwrite the £80,000 sponsorship contribution. 

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications
None directly arising from this report.

5.3 Risk Implications
The City and the organisers (http://www.sweetspotgroup.co.uk/home.php) have a 
successful track record of delivering road-based racing and the event will be subject 
to the normal engagement with the Safety Advisory Group and other event partners.

5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications
This initiative is aligned with our city plan objectives.

5.5 Equality Implications
This event will provide positive role models for residents to participate in cycling and 
promote the benefits of healthy activities. Residents who are disabled will be 
considered at all stages of the event planning, including the provision of a raised 
viewing area at the start of the race. 

5.6 Human Resources Implications
The City Council’s Local Centres Officer will be the lead contact. There are no other 
HR implications.

5.7 Health and Safety Implications
None directly arising from this report.

Ward(s): All wards
Contact Officer: Helen Mole, Local Centres Officer

Tel: 01905 722309
Email: helen.mole@worcester.gov.uk 

Background Papers: Cabinet report of 14th June 2016 ref sponsorship of the 
Women’s Tour 
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